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251 ITt Jure 194775] whe dismantled eaulpment from Auschwitz 
at a large unloading deecec on the rail line near Samarkand. The 
equipment was recugnizea by crate werkings and inspection of the conterts 
of some eeened crates. Tois ecuipment apnarently had been unloaded 
some time before and nothing had beer core to preserve it; parts 
25X11 inspected[7 were so rusted as to nave lost fifty percent of 
value. 


3. Of the 12 OOO German PWs in the Samarkand camp, 4,000 were released 
and returned to Germany in ‘ertemper 1947. These were all sick men or 
those unfit to work - in carn slang, ‘gine -nraft-Manner". 

Soviet officers declared thet the venaining 8 9000 PWs would be back 
in Germany by 313 December 1647, 


A, Conspicuous improvement in the treatment of PWs began during the 
summer of 1947, This was most evident in the treatment accorded the 
sick and the dead. Prior to this «ime, the dead were buried without 
any record of name and otner staristics. Accurate records are now 
kent on all sick cases and a Feviast medical officer inspects the 
camp every two weeks. Deatn records must be signed by the German 
camp doctor. German campy chief, towiet medical officer, and Soviet 
commander, 


5S. Large seale mining, above and below tue surface, started in the 
Samarkand area in late i945. In snoring 1946, a number of Russians 
of Geran origin, mostiy wiacowed women from the Volga and Biack Sea 
regions, joined the Pis in inining work. 


6. Up to September 1947, wnen some shafts nad reached 300 to 5CO meter 
depths, Soviet enginsers orcefessed disaornintment over the quality 
of coal found. This was eivher wateresoaked and soft or in vowdered 
form. It is of the same low prada as coal found in several Donbas 
mines and can be used oniv Lor nousehoid consumption or, at mest, for 
locomotives. No better auaiity had bean discovered at lower levels. 
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7 Des the vroduct deficiency, ie iiussians are Dullding up 

- cee a tie Samarkand area whien can only be operated by high ae 
quality coal. <A large roiling miil Tor steel sheeting and a large 
steel mili «ith Martin furnaces are being constructed. 

25X1 | | Soviet engineers ar ‘achnicians engaged in the Samarkan 

aoaL ara gteel industries are efficient and knowledgeable, but 
afficiency of the laborers 1s correspondingly low and approxims tely 
thirty vereent of that manifested by estern Guropean workers. 
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